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that knowledge is not knowledge o*f the
world but is the world itself, and that the
units of discourse, which are interwoven and
crossed units, are the only individuals in
being. You may call them persons, because
" person " means a mask ; but you cannot
call them souls. They are knots in the web
of history. They are words in their con-
text, and the only spirit in them is the sense
they have for me.

Royce, however, in saying all this, also
wished not to say it, and his two thick volumes
on The World and the Individual leave their
subject wrapped in utter obscurity. Perceiv-
ing the fact when he had finished, he very
characteristically added a " Supplementary
Essay" of a hundred more pages, in finer
print, in which to come to the point.
Imagine, he said, an absolutely exhaustive
map of England spread out upon English
soil. The map would be a part of England,
yet would reproduce every feature of Eng-
land, including itself; so that the map
would reappear on a smaller scale within
itself an infinite number of times, like a
mirror reflected in a mirror. In this way
we might be individuals within a larger